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DOCUMENTS 

i. Letters of Thomas Newe from South Carolina, 1682 
These letters were used by Professor Charles M. Andrews in 
his Colonial Self-Government, and it was he who called the man- 
aging editor's attention to them ; but they have not hitherto been 
printed. They are to be found in MS. Rawlinson D. 810 in the 
Bodleian Library. MS. Rawlinson D. 810 is a volume of miscel- 
laneous collections partly transcribed from collections of Hannibal 
Baskerville, of Bayworth, Berks,, but chiefly written by his son 
Thomas, relative to their family, their friends, and the University 
of Oxford, of the most varied and interesting nature. Thomas 
Newe's letters are imbedded in the description of Exeter College, as 
follows : 

Exeter College. . . , This Colledge is Capacious and large enough to 
entertaine and lodge 120 people (so saith Mr. Crabb and Mr. Oliver 
Schollers in't) but my friend Mr. Newe the present Butler saith it is 
capacious enough for 150 people. . . . 

The Gentlemen which I can remember that have been and now are 
of my acquaintance in this Colledge are these . . . Mr. Newe my loving 
friend and Butler of this Colledge as aforesaid, who had an ingenous son 
sometimes a Scholler of this House; who went one of the earliest 
Planters to Carolina whose loss, with his dear father I do much lament 
as being deprived by his death of further intelligence from those parts ; 
yet to make him live what we can in our Memory take here an account 
of that plantation, as it came in letters from him before any narrative of 
that place was put in print: 

May the 17th, 1682, from Charles town on 
Ashley River by way of Barbadoes in the 
Samuel. 

Most Honourd Father: 

The 1 2th of this instant by the providence of God after a long and 
tedious passage we came to an Anchor against Charles town at 10 in the 
night in 3J4 fathom water, on the sixth we made land 60 miles to the 
South of Ashley River against which we came the 8 but could not get in 
by reason of contrary winds sooner then we did. We had little or noth- 
ing observable in the whole voyage, but the almost continual S.W. 
winds. God be thanked I had my health very well except a day or two 
of Sea sickness but most of the other passengers were much troubled 
with the scurvy ; Of 62 that came out of England we lost 3, two of them 
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were seamen, one dyed of the scurvey, the other fell overboard, the third 
was a woman in child bed, her child died shortly after her. As for the 
Countrey I can say but little of it as yet on my one knowledge, but what 
I hear from others. The Town which two years since had but 3 or 4 
houses, hath now about a hundred houses in it, 1 all which are wholy 
built of wood, tho here is excellent Brick made, but little of it. All 
things are very dear in the Town; milk 2 d a quart, beefe 4 d a pound, 
pork 3 d, but far better then our English, the common drink of the 
Countrey is Molossus and water, I don't hear of any mault that is made 
hear as yet. The English Barly and Wheat do thrive very well, but the 
Indian corn being more hearty and profitable, the other is not much re- 
garded. I am told that there is great plenty of all things in the 
Countrey, whither I intend to go as soon as conveniently I can dispose 
cf my goods, which I fear will not be soon, nor to such advantage as we 
expected. Severall in the Country have great stocks of Cattle and they 
sell so well to new comers that they care not for killing, which is the 
reason provision is so dear in the Town, whilst they in the Country are 
furnisht with Venison, fish, and fowle by the Indians for trifles, and they 
that understand it make as good butter and cheese as most in England. 
The land near the sea side is generally a light and sandy ground, but up 
in the Country they say there is very good land, and the farther up the 
better, but that which at present doth somewhat hinder the selling 
[settling] farther up, is a war that they are ingaged in against a tribe 
of Barbarous Indians being not above 60 in number, but by reason of 
their great growth and cruelty in feeding on all their neighbours, they 
are terrible to all other Indians, of which, there are above 40 severall 
Kingdoms, the strength and names of them all being known to our 
Governer who upon any occasion summons their Kings in. We are at 
peace with all but those common enemies of mankind, those man eaters 
before mentioned, by name the Westos, 2 who have lately killed two 
eminent planters that lived far up in the Country, so that they are re- 
solved now if they can find their settlement (which they often change) to 
cut them all off. There is a small party of English out after them, and the 
most potent Kingdome of the Indians armed by us and continually in 
pursuit of them. When we came into Ashley river we found six small 
vessels in the Harbour, but great ones may and have come in by the 
assistance of a good Pilot, and if they can make good wine hear, which 
they have great hopes of, and this year will be the time of tryall which 
if it hits no doubt but the place will flourish exceedingly, but if the vines 
do not prosper I question whither it will ever be any great place of 
trade. On Sunday the 14th of this instant a small vessell that came 

1 The removal to Oyster Point, between the Ashley and Cooper Rivers, had 
taken place in 1680. Samuel Wilson, An Account of the Province of Carolina, 
1682 (Carroll, II. 24), confirms this estimate of one hundred houses. 

2 For the war with them, src Calendars of State Papers, Colonial, 1681-1685, 
PP- 508-510. 
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from Mewis 1 hither, was cast away upon the Bar, but the men and goods 
were all saved. This is the first opportunity I have had to write since 
I came from England but I hope to find more opportunityes here, then I 
had at Sea, this with my most humble duty to yourself and my Mother, 
my kind love to my sister and Brothers being all from 

Your most duetifull and obedient son 
Thomas Newe 

My duty to my Grandmother and my love to all my relations and 
friends that enquire concerning me. 

May 29th, 1682, by way of 
Barbados. 
Most Honoured Father: 

The 17th of this Instant by way of Barbados in the Samuel, being 
the 1"' opportunity since my departure from England, I sent you a 
letter wherein I gave you an account of our safe arrival, but not of the 
Voyage, that I leave to my Journall which I intend to send by the first 
Ship that goes directly for England, with my knowledge of the Countrey 
of which I have not seen much yet, but one thing I understand (to my 
sorrow) that I knew not before, the most have a seasoning, but few dye 
of it. I find the Commonalty here to be mightily dissatisfied, the reason 
is 3 or 4 of the great ones, for furs and skins, have furnished the Indians, 
with arms and ammunitions especially those with whome they are now 
at War, for from those they had all or most of their fur, so that trade 
which 3 or 4 only kept in their hands is at present gone to decay, and 
now they have armed the next most potent tribe of the Indians to fight 
the former, and some few English there are out, looking after them, 
which is a charge to the people and a stop [to] the further setling of the 
Ccuntrey. The Soyl is generally very light, but apt to produce what- 
soever is put into it. There are already all sorts of English fruit and 
garden herbs besides many others that I never saw in England, and 
they do send a great deal of Pork, Corn and Cedar to Barbados, besides 
the victualling of severall Vessels that come in here, as Privateers and 
others which to do in the space of 12 years the time from the i rat seating 
of it by the English, is no small work, especially if we consider the first 
Planters which were most of them tradesmen, poor and wholy ignorant 
of husbandry and till of late but few in number, it being encreased more 
the 3 or 4 last years then the whole time before, the whole at presen[t] 
not amounting to 4000, 2 so that their whole Business was to clear a little 
ground to get Bread for their Familyes, few of them having where- 
withall to purchase a Cow, the first stock whereof they were furnished 

1 /. e., Nevis. 

2 " T. A.," who was in the province from 1680 to 1682, says in his Carolina 
(Carroll, I. 82), "At our being there was judged in the Country a 1000 or 1200 
Souls; but the great Numbers of Families from England, Ireland, Berbadoes, 
Jamaica, and the Caribees, which daily Transport themselves thither, have more 
than doubled that Number." 
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with, from Bermudas and New England, from the later of which they had 
their horses which are not so good as those in England, but by reason of 
their scarcity much dearer, an ordinary Colt at 3 years old being valued 
at 15 or 16 lis. as they are scarce, so there is but little use of them yet, 
all Plantations being seated on the Rivers, they can go to and fro by 
Canoo or Boat as well and as soon as they can ride, the horses here 
like the Indians and many of the English do travail without shoes. Now 
each family hath got a stock of Hogs and Cows, which when once a 
little more encreased, they may send of to the Islands cheaper then any 
other place can, by reason of its propinquity, which trade alone will 
make it far more considerable then either Virginia, Maryland, Pensil- 
vania, and those other places to the North of us. 

I desire you would be pleased by the next opportunity to send me 
over the best herbalist for Physical Plants in as small a Volume as you 
can get. There was a new one just came out as I left England, if I 
mistake not in 8™. that was much commended, the Author I have forgot. 1 
but there are severall in the Colledge that can direct you to the best. If 
Mr. Sessions, Mr. Hobart or Mr. White, should send to you for money 
for the passage of a servant, whether man or boy that they Judge likely, 
I desire you would be pleased to send it them, for such will turn to good 
account here; and if you please to enquire at some Apothecarys what 
Sassafrass (which grows here in great plenty) is worth a pound and how 
and at what time of the year to cure it, let me know as soon as you can, 
for if the profit is not I am sure the knowledge is worth sending for. 
Pray Sir let me hear by the next how all our friends and relacions do, 
what change in the Colledge, and what considerable alteracion through 
the whole Town ; I have now nothing more to speak but my desire that 
you may still retain (what I know you do) that love with which I dayly 
was blest and that readiness in pardoning whatsoever you find amiss, 
and to believe that my affections are not changed with the Climate un- 
less like it too, grown warmer, this with my most humble duety to your- 
self and my mother, my kind love to my sister and Brothers and all the 
rest of our Friends I rest 

Your most dutifull and obedient son, 
Tho: Newe. 

From Charls Town in Carolina. 

From Charls Town, August the 23, 
1682. 
Most Honourd Father. 

In obedience to your commands, I am ready to embrace every oppor- 
tunity of sending to you, this is the 3rd, The 2 first by way of Barbados, 
the i rat of the 17th, the 2 nd of the 29th of May, which I hope you will 
receive long before this comes to your hands. This place affords little 
news, nothing worth sending. The nth of June a French Privateer of 

1 Perhaps this was John Ray's Methodus Plantarum Nova (London, 1682, 
octavo). 
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4 Guns 30 men whereof 10 were English men brought in here a Spanish 
prize of 16 Guns and a 100 men, which by the French-mens confession 
they had never taken, had it not been for the English, they have allready 
spent most of it and are providing to be gone againe. 

The 30th of July cam an Indian to our Governour and told him that 
800 Spaniards were upon their march coming from St. Augustine (a 
place belonging to our Proprietors about 150 miles to the South of us, 
where the Spaniards are seated and have a pretty strong Town) to fall 
upon the English, upon which the Council met 3 times and ordered 20 
great Guns that lay at a place where the town was first designed to be 
made, to be brought to Charls Town, and sent Scouts at a good distance 
(knowing which way they must come) to discover their strength and 
the truth of it, which if they had seen anything were to return with all 
speed, and 700 men were to have met them, which were to lay in Ambus- 
cade in a Cave, swam [sic] where the Spaniards were to come, through 
a Marsh, that every step they would be up to their middle. Our people 
were so far from being afraid that they mightily rejoyced at the news of 
it, wishing that they might have some just cause of War with the 
Spaniards, that they might grant Commissions to Privateers, and them- 
selves fall on them at St. Augustine. 1 as we understand since this was 
the ground of the report, The Spaniards thinking themselves to be 
abused by a nation of Indians that lived betwixt them and us, marched 
out to cut of that Nation, to which this Indian belonged, which (as it 
is usual with the Indians) reported that they were 800, whereas some of 
the Privateers have been there, and say that they are not able to raise 
above 300 men. we have 100 Privateers here all shar like though not 
at the taking of the prize, which if our Governour would suffer them 
would fain fall on the Spaniards at St. Augustine; it is not likely if the 
Spaniards were so strong as the Indian reported, that they would send 
out such strength against them, For when the English have any war 
with a Nation of the Indians tho at 150 miles distance they think 20 Eng- 
lish and 30 or 40 friendly Indians to be a sufficient party. The Indians 
are sent before to discover where the other Indians lay who if they see 
but [gap in MS.] of their enemyes they will returne with great speed 
and greater fear to the English reporting they saw 200. 

The 20th of August I saw a Comet in the North East about 2 hours 
before day, the 21 it was seen in the west. 2 Sir of those goods you gave 
me of my Brothers, I have sold some, and most of them I bought in Lon- 
don, but I can not yet make any returne: for money here is but little 
and that Spanish which will not go for so much in England by 4 or 5 s 
in the U. Our pay is what the Countrey affords, as Corn, Pork, Tar and 
Cedar, the 3 first are fit only for the Islands. I know not whether the 
last will pay charges to England it can't be afforded under 30 or 32 s 

1 These sentiments were vividly manifested when the Spaniards actually did 
attack, in 1686. 

' The celebrated " Halley's Comet." 
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profit in London, if you please you may enquire what it will yield in 
Oxon, and if you think it worth sending, and know how to dispose of it, 
I will take care to send it by the first, after I know your mind. Sir I 
have sent to Mr. Sessions for these following goods which are the best 
I can think of and I desire you, that you would let him have as much 
money as will buy them. Nuttmegs to the value of 5 ti, Pepper 50 s, 
Cinnamon 25 s, Cloves and Mace 25 s, y^ a C of large Beads, blue and 
white, or white with streaks of blue or black, or blew with beads blew and 
white, or white with streaks of blew or black, 1 [gap] of blew Duffals, a 
quarter of a Cask of brandy, Yz doz white Castors, at about 8 or 10 s per 
piece, and one good French hat, 2 or 3 [gap] of fine thread to make lace, 
500 small needles and 20 [gap] of that tape which is now in fashion to 
make lace with, 8 or 10 doz. of knives from 2 s 06 d to 5 s per doz., one 
good [gap] coat for myself and 2 C [weight] of pigeon shot. Sir I desire 
you with these things to send me J4 C of Shomakers thread and one of 
my Brothers shop books if you have one that is not used. Sir I beseech 
you pardon my presumption since 'twas your goodness made me so by 
your usuall readiness in granting my former requests. Pray present my 
humble duety to my Mother and my Grandmother, my kind love to my 
sister and Brothers and the rest of our Relations and be confident that 
I will be industrious to improve whatsoever you shall commit to my 
charge and to approve my self. 

Your most Dutifull and obedient Son, 
Thomas Newe. 

2. Narrative of a Voyage to Maryland, 1705-1706 
[From a manuscript in the British Museum (Sloane MS. 2291, 
fol. 1) to which the attention has been called by Professor C. M. 
Andrews. The author's name is not known.] 

Oct. 2d. 1705. 
Wee sett saile from Plimouth in order to persue our voyage for 
Mariland. wee had a fine gale att East and where about 80 saile of us 
in Company and kept together for 5 or six weeks butt att East wee were 
seperated from em by a storm which lasted 7 Dayes in all which time 
wee were forced to live upon Biskett and Cheese the weather pmitting 
us nott to boyle our Kettle, butt when itt grew faire wee made severall 
of the ffleete again, about Novr. 26 wee made the sumer Hands 
which are Called the Bermoodas Hands, they are Verry Pleasant by 
reason itt is most and end 1 fine weather there butt att this time they are 
very Barren nott produceing anything so much as sugar oranges or 
Lemons, the onely thing itt produces is onions and a few Watter Mel- 
Ions in time of Yeare. there are some ffoale sheepe and Black Cattle 
tho no great stocke of either, the inhabitants are naturally Prone to 
lasiness for if they gett no ffish a satterday night to be sure they have 
no Sunday Dinner, they are a mighty healthfull People and Live to a 
1 /. e., almost on end, almost continuously. 



